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Abstract

The Change of Physical Conditions and Family
Relationship Demonstrated in <The Hwajang> and <The
Menopause of My Elder Sister> written by Kim Hoon:

The Focus of Identiy Crisis of Middle Age and the
Prospectus of the Late Life.

Park, Sun-Ae, Sookmyung Women’s University
Kim, Cheong-Seok, Dongguk University

Middle age is considered to be a time of having economic stability as well as spiritual
room that can be hardly afforded in early stage of life. Many believe that mid-life as
a prime time of life provides opportunity to reflex hisfher own life back and gain wisdom.
At the same time, for that reason, middle age is well known as the time to experience
self-identity crisis with the anxiety of aging and lack of preparation for later life. The
present study, through the analysis of two novels <The Hwajang> and <Menopause of
My Elder Sister> written by Kim Hoon, approaches how the persons in middle age come
to feel crisis of life and identity by observing psychical aging process of others and
themselves. The study also explored the patterns of emotional disturbance coming from
bereavement and separation of family members.

The analysis reveals that the figures in middle age respond to the middle of crisis in
different way by gender. Their perception of and adaption to the middle of crisis differ
by accumulated life experience, current life style and the bereavement of close persons.
In addition, women in middle age appears to experience more severe depression than men
in that age. The ‘T’ in the <The Hwajang> facing his wife’s pain for upcoming death,
tries to set a distance from death. He adapts himself to the reality by perceiving life is
in vain. He does not look back his family life with wife or the process to make an
achievement for his social status. Furthermore, he does not have any prospectus to make
his remaining life mature.

Meanwhile, the ‘I’ in the <The Menopause of My Elder Sister> tries to overcome
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psychological anxiety through the sisterhood and intimacy with her widowed sister. In
particular, the ‘I’ a divorced middle age women also tries to prepare solitude in old age
through meeting with a divorced man. This shows that women who experience marital
dissolution and is expected to live alone in old age tend to adapt more quickly to changes
in family than their cournterparts do.

Key Words: middle age, old age, aging, idetntity crisis, anxiety for death, family relations



