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Perceptions of Elder Abuse among the Elderly in Urban and Rural Areas
Kim, Cheong Seok - Sim, Jeong Eun
Dept. of Sociology, Dongguk University, Seoul, Korea

ABSTRACT

As elder abuse has become a social problem, it has drawn a great deal of attention
from researchers and policy-planers. While there have been a number of studies
addressing various issues related to elder abuse, the present study aims to explain whether
and how the perception of elder abuse would differ among the elderly themselves. In
particular, the study focuses on the differences between urban and rural areas.
Family-centered culture is believed to have a stronger influence in rural areas compared
to urban areas. This cultural tradition highlights the importancy of the family compared to
the individuals. Thus, the elderly who experience abuse would take it as personal matter
rather than publicizing it. In addition, the information and campaigns on preventing elder
abuse are less prevalent in rural areas than in urban areas due to limited communication
networks. For these reasons, the study suggests a hypothesis that the elderly in rural areas
are less perceptive to elder abuse. Using 6,709 persons aged 65 and over from a
nationwide survey conducted by the Korean Institute for Health and Social Affairs in
2009, the study ran regression analysis on 4 types of elder abuse including psychological,
financial, physical and neglect. The results show that regardless of types of abuse, the
elderly in rural areas have lower levels of perception than the elderly in urban areas do.
In addition, the frequency of social activities is positively related to the perception of
elderly abuse. This is also true for the different types of elder abuse. The findings suggest
that social effort to prevent elder abuse consider the urban-rural differences and their
sources.

Key words: elder abuse, perception of abuse, family centered culture, social activities
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[ Soj7l= wt tidel B 5 QE =25 2227t ogA) S
FES Q1AEkH, o5 AT FFE |
A7 uHE e} Ad3tE wolo] 9T =97} A 2dE Fofsta ok adH o] dTE
A tE WA chokst dEe =odEAI} UF WA= NEATAEC] AAIZE L EARS AL
Ha gk o] FoA A7} =REE S5 258 531 A7) wiel, Aot AR 4
U A8 Thete =18 s AEEA S5 el HA B2 Aloke L=t
S BYflol AHEE FAlZ BzEIm Qo ¢ 2 A7e =015 ARl =Qistiel] digt
gt e 1990 o] B3RE spgEee] o 1ol oA deriehe 7IEdTES] #4194
o7 w=Astdl tia] TS 717 AFg o He FREAME, EAEQY FEER1Y 14
o, A olo] that Thorst sHEA FAA [ zpolol] 245 FaL ok Bop AR v
S A=A JTHAFTE 2004). HTole =218 g el 24 =AY =19 Ao
o] Mo A ZRa 5o PAx X3y 7F A=A, 2 o3 Aol F HEY A
oo} = =orl AEHS domA, 4 378 EAS nH T AR A&HH S
Zw Woldol & W Aol ZoiE 1 gtk 2 3HE ZRIAE AFskar ek o] HAFelA
wolgtto] thal Ab3E oldmt $Ale] =7} B dA7e vl HZo] o]FofR gt AL
o Bt oAE oW FYS woley) AR E o] & o 2N FE HIEAH T
2 2 Aol W3t AlE A dole 2H3] o] g At S FRg
oA A 23 Fejoltho]l&7 - Z1v]3] 2008). 7N olm] &&HX uiel o), A HIE] FEASH
015 0] ojul Y E =7 QA= & oA s A wEA FYPE QS B o}
AE WS Fastia & 4 gtk E3] sy yet, AdgEoly ASAuIEaAAle] dofdte
ol 7] Ae =59 A5, stiel FA3) 2 Q3 sEANS =RleAdl W v 2
S W o]2 woldtyE olt=rt o] whet o AAR FE =950 EAIESI HE =41
A&7 Tt A JepdTh o] 913l o wel =&FHo dvke A4
wolEo] Aol o3 S ApHCl A IH7F BarE sl Qek(HH59) 2009; Dimah & Dimah
o] gGelA A ARIZE ZFor I 2003). 3H, =Rl gk ARl FE
W, w95 Ax27) o2 ALFH Yol 2T7E 1e] AA=Felol] gk A A A2 d= obY
' FH9 ZAZ A 154Le ozt 3 Ak, o]y Zpole] TleAE AAstE ATFE
Q)2 oldfala A G EL oz AA 3T} T EY. NSS4 £3F detar, o5t
A, =159 stjgle] gk ATl AAM= o] AZFo] HlwF AFHIL, ARS|AHI A A7}
Foi A9 ZARA 2ol i e e F FED TE] FH0= Q) of 3 =il5e <l
23 X8 (A Ftel glth =2ty B9 Aol vrg F dtke ZelueRE - A2
o thal Ao1Se] <lale AR sy 2011; ©]&A} - o] A] 2007; Moon & Benton 2000).
T3 HIE A Fol HeEA, olE 9
Bl 1 ATE AR mde] SUHE A I A3y 7oz
T3k
=QIEt 1ol #F 7|E AFES WA= =8k Jide 19708t Gl A c&Hy
BAAHEFTY Q1S e ATF(HTT 1998; ©] TEhgranny bashing)'2h= &2 A& 27f #
914 - o] &8 2000; Malley-Morrison et al. 2000) ol&, Yghulth A7zt theksiAl Aol o
o} =EFE e w g AF(HHEZE 2005 & STHAEF 5 2009). TH=d] =QloA o= o
dsr 5 2010; o)Ak 2007; o] = A4 - o] &@A] 2007) 2 =94 SdlE 7hete 254, 394 Mde
2 FEET FA49 dA7E2 e AHAH 2RE =99 JUESE AARE ke HF4,
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TS =18 Q149 FFEACIE VM-S F HETFESS dxpFler AETteEs o=
th FEE =AY HIE =150 FAE & I 3 $HZXALE S8 2 WEEIAHE AFse
= AtEEFo] AgHHolgt & & Uk whE3H s, A&7 2RSS T3 3770 3ol A 30
TS 53 oAy A ArMEEE £2 = L N FFo2 $4 BAFJTE ET <=8
v, A2 ARGSoG AFSA ofgrel] tigh A Bl 2Al>7 98 & m=te] VASS(Vulnerability
o] ZAHTE AkF T to Abuse Screening Scale)$}] FHEIFE, 18
x 9o ve olpunaE pES Qo 3l Rosenberg®] AELAEE FAZ 3 7|F@
E Ry HEo] IEY, S - HHo] - BX HEISEE HES 2%, 433 BHIEE g1
Al T AR ARIZA A ZRE AQEo 7] W g Ao 2 IATHE A3 T 2010: 65-92).
ol AtE & o] A M ol A o] FoX =ogto] Bk QdaFAe AEER ) A
i & $ it 2A=RlS EXMOM FA A g5 AL =21-5FA} o 9
A 5 A BAE A48 U2 de I3 E =AY E AAEER Y RE SHIEE
o] Thefgtt] mlsl, FEAAE whE3| B A E o]|FojH . =R1SHA) =g et Q14
29 5 oes F4o= AR - g2 e T3 BETFE JAAFFo] 52 ZoE
= 2011). AFHHA AFEF2 AEE AR} =39tk AR ol EFe AMFH g,
7IAE st WHs & ¢ e 713E At BAA s, AAA g, AF s, W, &
th 3 =R1E7]9 9] FE5AE-S SUHAITIEA 7], A7 5 77 frEeE FRE o] &
T U 7HE FASAY s K Cupitt Abol| A A2 A 2 Q) =218 =Y ETS A
1997; Dimah & Dimah 2003; Grama 2000; Wendt 78 5(2010: 396-397)S F=3}7| npHATh
2009). whebA =Q18t o) ARS| A o]rsl A& 2 AFoM = ols 77 FEE 47HA-AA
A7l FEH, IEFAHY] #3E FA8 Y 2 (7R, BAA g, AAF s
7b7] Wil =1kt d9jel] gk AFFol (1123, FAEEH-Z AEFsle] B4 &4
= stk 43 st AAA el 719k A7)

. A3 3
e Wlel 2FAAEH, ol ERe 7
ATET T W2t g A - o]dA
2007). 01Xl AzoNA A4H Sojek {71, A7
1. =AICHAH 9 siCHalo| A sta el T2 47t 2y BFgoz FAF 3,
ARl g gez AHesh=d o=wo] w

B AFE 20099 11-12€0] @A A 7ha

Zelo] AN <= AP EA> ARE o] =tk
gtk o] AR SRS ARZS gsiA])

7] $15he] =R S A AP e WHOZ 300 2. EESE
N ZAFEE 654 o]F =0l 8.607HS thAto® A4S sl ol 8= Wt AF A9 A
ANE HEZAZ, 674590 SR QAo W EXe U9 Table 13 2 o] oA Fol
TET QT o= AlHSS AT Ao we AFshe =02 TAIXR], g9 AFde =
zg oz 22HArhAAE S 2010: 11-28). e FEXQoE ERIAC WA 6,7004H
BAGME ST WS A== ®ol 36Ad 7hEEl EAIAF =91E 725%0]th AAH 8
2 )93 6,700/} 2 o] &3}T) i, BAA s, AAA s, e Fellx =A

S 2Ale] Fa BAL 3=y wolshy A =3 FERRIY Aot o= A= BEH=
WEoE SaEls o2 Bgs) ol ul g, 2t delld =A=Qle] iy =7t
gk Q17 f3E dofahs Blolth =3 A < o =A Jehda
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Table 1. Variables and sample distribution

olSithof thsh =Al=Qln

Unit: % or Mean(S.D.)

Variable Total Urban Rural
(n=6,709) (n=4,861) (n=1,848)

Perceptions of elder abuse

psychological abuse(7 items) 6.14(1.42) 6.19(1.37) 5.99 (1.52)

financial abuse(4 items) 3.29(1.25) 3.35(1.21) 3.12 (1.32)

physical abuse(11 items) 10.77(0.80) 10.81(0.69) 10.66 (1.04)

neglect(8 items) 6.61(1.64) 6.72(1.59) 6.31 (1.73)

% Urban 72.5% - -

% Female 59.3% 58.3% 61.8%
Age(year) 73.30 73.18 73.61
Education

none 32.8% 29.0% 42.6%

elementary school 32.1% 31.1% 34.8%

middle school 12.5% 13.6% 9.7%

high school or more 22.6% 26.3% 12.9%
Health condition

poor 38.4% 36.5% 43.4%

fair 31.0% 31.3% 30.3%

good 30.5% 322% 26.2%
Economical condition

poor 46.3% 44.1% 52.1%

fair 44.2% 45.5% 40.6%

good 9.5% 10.4% 7.3%

% Currently married 572% 57.7% 55.8%

% Living with adult children 42.3% 45.0% 35.0%
Frequency of social activities

none 27.3% 28.4% 24.3%

once or twice a year 7.6% 6.1% 11.6%

once or twice a month 19.8% 20.8% 17.2%

more than once a week 45.3% 44.8% 46.9%
1 oz e WFEe AT 5 AAUE 1) dAAE ol=AANE
4, AEH, BAA GE, 7S84, AHEgE e g =953 Hugds W A3 E
Solth ALEIRITEHA 5A4e WA AdEd, A oAg9FUztrete E3E ol &St Fa4 A
A=l F 593%7F A =RlolH EAI9h FER el g SEAe Bk F5, B, FA
Izt & Apole HolA] et =159 B FeroZ TR FEEQlo] EAIRI0)] H]
AL T33AE, o] JA] B8 FEE=RITEY 3 Ao A EE £A4 gl =7 HE
Aol #EHA Feth 1YY AsFEAME o] =A Yehdth
3 Aozt FEFH, A sE=Y WKFE BAA % w02 AME T =
o] YA yehdth At Hlawste] 2] AA ezt ofHrkal A
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Table 2. Regression coefficient and standard error on the perception of elder abuse
. Psychological abuse Financial abuse Physical abuse Neglect
Variable
b se. B b se. B b se. B b se. B

Simple Regression

Constant 5.9947*** 0.033 3.122%** 0.029 10.656*** 0.019 6.303*** 0.038
Area(urban vs. rural) 0.193***0.309 0.061 0.230*** 0.034 0.082 0.157*** 0.022 .087 0.415%** 0.045 0.113
Multiple Regression

Constant 6.116%** 0.238 3.506*** 0.209 10.760*** 0.135 6.313%** 0.274
Urban (vs. rural) 0.217*** 0.040 0.069 0.267*** 0.035 0.096 0.164*** 0.023 0.091 0.388*** 0.046 0.106
Female (vs. male) 0.070  0.043 0.003 0.026  0.037 0.010 0.006 0.024 0.004 0.094* 0.049 0.028
Age -0.003  0.003 -0.015 -0.005** 0.003 -0.027 -0.002 0.002-0.017 -0.005  0.003 -0.020
Education(vs. none)

elementary school  -0.112** 0.045 -0.037 -0.159*** 0.039 -0.059 0.024 0.025 0.014 -0.076  0.052 -0.022
middle school -0.062  0.062 -0.014 -0.189*** 0.055 -0.050 0.022 0.035 0.009 -0.076  0.072 -0.015
high school or more -0.148** 0.056 -0.044 -0.180*** 0.050 -0.060 0.008 0.032 0.004 0.051  0.065 0.013
Health condition (vs. poor)

fair -0.018  0.043 -0.006 -0.059  0.037 -0.022 -0.035 0.024-0.020 0.047  0.049 0.013
good -0.051  0.044 -0.017 -0.042  0.039 -0.016 -0.040 0.025-0.023 0.039  0.051 0.011
Economical condition (vs. poor)

fair 0.054 0.038 0.019 0.018 0.033 0.007 0.036 0.022 0.022  0.260*** 0.044 0.079
good -0.037  0.064 -0.008 -0.003  0.056 -0.001 -0.072 0.036-0.026 0.059  0.074 0.010
Marital status

married vs. not 0.033  0.042 0.012 0.001  0.037 0.000 -0.033 0.024-0.020 0.072  0.048 0.022
Living with adult children

yes vs. no 0.023  0.036 0.008 -0.032  0.031 -0.012 -0.010 0.020-0.006 0.046  0.041 0.014
Social activities (vs. none)

1-2/year 0.118* 0.072 0.022 0.071  0.063 0.015 0.061 0.041 0.020 0.006  0.082 0.001
1-2/month 0.157*** 0.053 0.044 0.059  0.046 0.019 0.039 0.030 0.019 0.096  0.061 0.024
1+/week 0.239*** 0.043 0.084 0.221*** 0.038 0.088 0.118*** 0.024 0.073 0.263*** 0.049 0.080

#p<.10, *+p<.05, ***p<.01
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