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Abstract

Poverty of the Married Couple Households in Old Age:
The Effects of Gender and Work History

Kim, Su-Jeong, Dong-A University
Kim, Cheong-Seok, Dongguk University-Seoul

The purpose of this study is to explore the causes of the poverty of elderly couples. Elderly
population is composed of diverse and heterogenous groups. Married couple household is
the biggest subgroup, accounting for 40% of all the elderly households. Previous studies
are limited in explaining the causes of poverty in old age by using only the characteristics
of husbands(householders), ignoring the factors related to wives which also influence the
couples’ economic status.

The results indicate that age, education and work history of husbands are significant factors
causing poverty in elderly households that reflect male breadwinner structure in Korean
families. However, the work history of wives is also an important factor to reduce old age
poverty in couple households. Especially, long years of working time of wives effectively
buffer against the poverty of the elderly family. Such results suggests that gender sensitive
approach is needed to explain the poverty of married couple in old age and more attention

should be given to the inner diversity and heterogeneity in old age poverty.

Key Words: elderly poverty, work history, married couple, gender



