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Abstract

A Narrative Inquiry of the Experiences of Returning to
Society with Medical Social Workers of Young People
with Spinal Cord Disabilities

Lee, Jun-Woo
(Kangnam University, Professor)
Kim, Cheong-Seok
(Dongguk University-Seoul, Professor)
Kim, Dong-Min
(National Rehabilitation Center, Medical Social Worker)

The purpose of this study is to examine the experiences of young people with spinal cord disabilities
in the hospital-based social return process with medical social workers and to understand the meaning
of the experiences. Therefore, the experiences of the study participants were examined in a
three-dimensional narrative inquiry space of timeliness, interaction, and situation. The study method
was cartied out according to the narrative inquiry method procedure presented by Clandinin and
Connelly, and the subjects of the study were one young man and woman in their 20s who had
experienced social return in the last 1-2 years, all of whom voluntarily participated in in-depth interviews.
As a result of the study, young people with spinal cord disabilities recognized the experiences of
returning to society as “not easy, but a process of accepting disabilities and moving forward to their
daily lives.” The meaning of social return with medical social workers of young people with spinal
cord disabilities derived by the study participants was interpreted as “drawing a picture that can
restore daily life,” “discovering that you can exercise in a wheelchair,” “recognizing the importance
of housing and mobility convenience,” and “starting, not ending.” Finally, based on the results of
this study, practical support measures were suggested so that people with spinal cord disabilities
who have returned to society can continue to realize dignity and independence in their daily lives.

Key word : Young people with spinal cord disabilities, social return, medical social worker,

narrative inquiry
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